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PLURAL BIRTHS. 
By H. H. Lowrzz, M.D., 
. Of Washington, D.C. 


The following extraordinary case of plural 
births has recently come under my eye and prac- 
tice: 

On the afternoon of June 16th, 1865, I was 
called to see a woman (Mrs. Lovisa Wi111aMs, 
colored) aged 36 years, and found her in labor. 

The friends had been alarmed into an imme- 
diate and hasty despatch for me, “as the child 
was already born,” and the patient was greatly 
swollen. I found the woman in a most alarming 
and critical condition. I should judge the natu- 
ral weight of the woman was about 150 pounds, 
but she was swollen to such a degree that no one, 
not knowing that her size was the result of en- 
largement, would have guessed her weight at less 
than 300 pounds. Upon questioning her nurse, 
(a colored woman,) I learned that the swelling 
had been going on for the past four weeks. The 
enlargement did not extend above the situation of 
the fundus of the uterus; but the whole lower 
part of the body, and the lower extremities were 
enlarged to more than twice their natural propor- 
tions. The leg had almost lost its shape, and 
presented the appearance of a huge boneless mass 
of flesh. You could discover neither the bend of 
the ankle nor the hollow of the foot underneath, 
nor the shape of the calf. As for the heel, there 
was a protuberance, and that was all. So great 
and general was the enlargement, that a yard- 
stick, laid upon the limb, would have touched it 
at every point from the hip to the instep. The 
woman measured around the abdomen, on a level 
with the umbilicus, 84 inches; around the knee, 
28 inches; around the calf, 27 inches ; and around 
the foot, directly over the junction of the pha- 
langes and meta-tarsal bones, 20 inches. The 
skin was shiny from tension, and so rigid that it 
did not dent a¢ all upon pressure. 

The child that had been born before my arri- 





val, upon examination, I found to; be a girl-child, 
of about siz months and a half old. It was born 
about 10 minutes before 3 o’clock, and lived 15 
minutes. As no after-birth had come, the nurse 
had sent for me. 

I now made an examination, and found, after 
several unsuccessful attempts to enter the uterus, 
that the entire cavity of the pelvis was filled with 
a bag of waters, which I could not reach high 
enough to rupture. By 8 o’clock, however, the 
bag had descended enough to be broken with 
great difficulty, whereupon the waters gushed out 
with the force of water from a pump, and contin- 
ned to rush with almost unabated force the whole 
time of the discharge. I caught siz gallons of the 
waters, but much more was discharged, as the 
bed, coverlids, and floor, were completely satu- 
rated. There was no difference in the color and 
character of the waters ffom those passed gene- 
rally in natural labor. 

I now gave sat. tr. ergote, in teaspoon doses 
every 15 minutes, and after a couple of doses I 
perceived that the uterus contracted well, and at 
15 minutes before 9 o'clock, a second girl-child 
was born, of about equal size with the former. 
It lived 10 minutes. Still no placenta came. I 
continued the ergot in larger doses, and at 10 
minutes past 12 o’clock, a third girl-child was 
born equally as large as either of the others. It 
lived about one minute. The mother now became 
easier, at least to all appearances, but could get 
no sleep. A few minutes after one o'clock, the 
pains came on again, and I repeated the ergot, 
At 15 minutes past 2 o'clock, a fourth girl-child 
was born, which was somewhat larger than the 
others, but was still-born. This last child was 
expelled in its own bag of waters, they not hav- 
ing broken. 

Immediately after the expulsion of the fourth 
child, a placenta passed, which I found to belong 
to the last child. The cord was inserted in its 
centre, and the placenta was almost as large as 
one belonging to a full term foetus. After the 
placenta passed, flooding began, and the bleeding 
was very great. Three cords still remained in 
the uterus, and none of them would yield upon 
tension. Having waited as long as was advisa- 
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three placentz left or one, a consultation was 
held with Dr. Sxoor, at half past two o’clock, on 
the 17th, which resulted in the opinion that there 
was but one, and that it had better come away at 
once. It was detached from the walls of the ute- 
rus by Dr. S., with great difficulty. The three 
cords were all inserted in one placenta. The 
four children thus had subsisted upon the two 
placentz: one had a distinct placenta of its own ; 
and three had only one between them. 

I still gave ergot every two hours to produce 
contraction of the uterus, as there was so much 
hemorrhage. The bleeding still continues, to-day 
being the ninth day since it began, but not so co- 
piously as at first. The mother is doing well, and 
it is my opinion, as well as that of the consulting 
physician, that she will recover. 

This was the fifth pregnancy of the woman. 
Her four previous deliveries had been single 
births, and were all unattended with any unusual 
circumstances. 

The present size of the woman (10 days after 
delivery) is 58 inches around the abdomen; 18 
inches around the knee, calf, and foot respec- 
tively, the last being measured at the same point 
from which measurement was given above. 

—o— > —_____ 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 
oF 
Distinguished Living New York Surgeons. 
By Sam’t W. Francis, M. D., 
Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine. 
No. 13. 


Gurdon Buck. 
“MENS SANA IN CORPORE SANO.” 

Gurvon Buck, M.D., was born in the city of 
New York, on the fourth day of May, 1807. 
Passing the most of his youth in this metropolis 
young Bucx pursued the usual course of primary 
instruction, attending regularly those schools 
deemed best by his interested parents. Subse- 
quently to this, Gurpon advanced in the know- 
ledge of mathematical requirements; studied 
faithfully the classical dead languages, and was 
amply fitted for college. His parents, however, 
determining it more expedient, under existing 
circumstances, for him to pursue a mercantile 
life, he went “down town,” and remained many 
years in the business avocations of commercial 
engagements. Still the love for improved ac- 
quaintance with what has been written by the 
learned, and the same desire that had once pre- 
pared his mind for academic studies, roused the 
latent feelings for investigation in another path 
of duty, and accordingly young Bucx entered the 
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office of Dr. Tuomas Cock, in New York, for- 
mally matriculated in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and regularly attended the medi- 
cal lectures at that institution, which could 
readily boast of the best professional material in 
this country. Following out the prescribed 
course, Gurpon Buck was graduated from this 
College, and received his diploma in the year 
1830. The subject of his Thesis was, “The 
Treatment of various forms of Intermittent 
Fever.” 

It is interesting to reflect that the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons was the offspring of 
Columbia College. In the course of time it was 
weaned and permitted to regulate its own princi- 
ples. Recently, however, its Alma Mater has 
stretched out its fostering arms to receive again 
the child of her former adoption, and indeed, the 
harmony of the elements cannot be more pleasing 
to the contemplation than, to use the words of an 
eccentric philosopher, ‘this juxta-position of the 
primary planets.” — , 

Immediately after being the recipient of au- 
thority to practice, Dr. Buck applied for, passed 
his examination, and was formally appointed 
House Physician in the New York Hospital, 
having gone through the various preliminary 
courses of junior walker, etc., on the medical 
side. Here the Doctor remained, faithfully at- 
tending to his important duties, and deriving 
lasting benefit from the practical experience of 
bedside treatment and the sage counsel of his 
superiors, for the period of eighteen months. It 
is only those who seek to compare the different 
merits between a physician who has passed 
through a city hospital and one who depends on 
private practice for the data of future treatment, 
that the advantage is appreciated. A young stu- 
dent of modern times, if possessed of the proper 
animus, will derive more instruction and ifivalua- 
ble knowledge as to diagnosis, prognosis, treat- 
ment, and autopsy, in one year spent in a hospi- 
tal, than an aged doctor, who has attended the 
sick and dying for the protracted period of an 
eventful lifetime, if not associated with any pub- 
lic asylum, his chances being limited. This is 
because of the classification of disease in all its 
various stages and durability; the facility for 
comparing one kind of an infirmity as affecting 
many persons with different diatheses, etc. 

Imbued with a healthy ambition to improve on 
passed efforts, Dr. Buck left this country, about 
the year 1835, in a sailing vessel, and availed him- 
self of the best European principles of surgical 
education, as propounded by the sage men of the 
British Isles and the Continent. During the two 
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years he was abroad, Dr. Buck passed twelve 
months in Paris, three months in Berlin, and six 
months in Vienna, the last year being spent al- 
most exclusively in Germany. 

On his return to America, he was appointed 
Attending Surgeon to the New York Hospital, in 
March, 1837, and has continued to hold this re- 
sponsible office ever since. During that time, 
Dr. Buck has had occasion to originate new and 
useful methods for the purpose of removing ob- 
stacles and alleviating protracted suffering. 

Elected a member of the New York Pathologi- 
cal Society, and Fellow of the New York Acad- 
emy of Medicine, Dr. Buck has expended his best 
energies in behalf of these societies, by contribut- 
ing his observations on death and disease to 
their archives, and also, to those of the American 
Medical Association. 

Dr. Buck was Attending Surgeon to the New 
York Eye Infirmary for eight or nine years, having 
been called to fill the place vacated by Kearney 
Ropeers, of worthy mention, and is now Attend- 
ing Surgeon to St. Luke’s Hospital. As Vice- 
President of the New York Academy of Medicine, 
‘ the Doctor has been faithful in the performance 
of his duties, when called upon to preside. 

Among the principal operations that have 
been suggested by the Doctor, that of scarifica- 
tion for cedema glottidis* is especially worthy of 
attention. So also may we enumerate his practi- 
eal theories of extension by weight and pullies 
for the fracture of the thighs.t Also, the remo- 
val of a polypus situated in the larynx, and 
threatening death at every moment. This was 
performed by Dr. Buck for the first time in this 
country, and it was the second time only that it 
had been done in the history of surgery in both 
hemispheres. He also exsected the elbow in 
cases of disease, where a necrosed condition called 
for such a bold step; and exsected the knee-joint, 
not however, for disease, but where anchylosis 
was the cause, for the first timgjn this country. 
This last operation was an improvement on Raga 
Barton’s method, as followed out by those who 
undertook this bold and, under some circumstan- 
ces, formidable operation. Dr. Buck regards the 
method of manipulation in the treatment of recent 
dislocations, or, in some cases, of subluxations, 
as superior to the regular method adopted on 
general principles. His paper on Abscess in the 
Iliac Fossat met with a favorable reception, and 
suggested food for reasoning. He does not ap- 
prove of the indiscriminate removal of the tonsils 





* Published at length in Transactions of New York Acad- 
emy of Medicine. . 
t Ditto. ” t Ditto. 
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for sore throat and a general relaxation of the 


Dr. Buck has done much for surgery in a 
practical way. He has not merely confined him- 
self to the everyday operations of a responsible 
practice, neither has he sought to introduce what 
might obtain credit without effecting good. Con- 
scientiously following out the sanitary laws of 
active duty, he has not only accomplished satis- 
factory ends, but, by the judicious application 
of some instrument invented by himself, more 
speedily brought about a radical cure, and added 
useful statistics to acknowledged merit. 

Such for instance as in the case of fracture of 
the thigh. The method employed by Dr. Buck, 
and proposed by him in the New York Hospital 
met with strong advocates, and secured a desired 
end. Again, in cedema of the glottis, where a 
few moments of delay would bring about a cer- 
tain and instantaneous death, Dr. Buck has 
caused to be made, under his own supervision, a 
little instrument, simple in its construction and 
readily employed by the anatomist, for the pur- 
pose of at once removing the difficulty and over- 
coming the threatening obstacle. In cases where 
necrosis of the jaw, and dangerous burns of the 
face have deformed the visage and tortured the 
expression, the doctor has, with the happiest re- 
sults performed a plastic operation ; brought to- 
gether separated portions, and rendered what was 
once unseemly to behold, agreeable to view.* 

In the regions of the lower extremities, as re- 
gards the separation of bone and the best method 
of healing sluggish wounds, Dr. Buck has not 
been unmindful of the calls of nature and the 
requirements of health. For him it was not suf- 
ficient to treat locally the lacerated trunk, or frac- 
tured limb; but the constitutional condition of 
the patient, based on philosophical principles, 
did much in his estimation toward the creation 
of new fibre and the separation of fresh tissue. 
For many years of busy toil has Dr. Bucx en- 
gaged in the tedious and exciting rounds of poor 
practice at the New York Hospital. On going 
through the crowded wards, with students from 
the various Medical Colleges of the metropolis, 
he has sought to instruct without distracting, and 
confining himself with almost mathematical pre- 
cision to the case before him, would speak of the 
disease, affection, tumor, accident or death, with 
simple diction and clear sighted views. It is 
impossible to misunderstand him, so plain is the 
doctor’s' manner of expression, and so free from 
ambiguous sentences; owing to his strict carry- 
Ling out of the principle of saying only what is 
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necessary. His voice is deep and not wanting in 
richness ; his manner that of quiet unobstrusive- 
ness, yet dignified simplicity, and when he oper- 
ates there is a boldness, the sure indication of 
anatomical knowledge, and a thoroughness of 
detail that insures a rapid recovery if recupera- 
tion lends assistance. The doctor treats surgery 
as an exact science in many of its ramifications. 
Success and respect follow in his wake. 

After the war broke out, Dr. Buck went down 
to the battle-field in company with other surgeons 
from this city, and rendered great assistance on 
two different occasions. The first time he volun- 
teered his services, was after the battle of Antie- 
tam; the second during those bloody days of 
“Wriderness” memory. During his stay much 
was seen that was painful, and borne that was 
exceedingly uncomfortable. 

As a writer Dr. Buck is conscientious and 
reliable, concise and statistical. He masters his 
subject, before recording it on paper, and when 
the case is unfolded to view, it is readily com- 

.prehended and easily remembered. Qne is not 
merely told how he performed a certain operation, 
and why it was done in a particular way, together 
with the subsequent and minor results; but a 
compendious statement of the patient’s past his- 
tory is not unfrequently appended, the better to 
enable a full and lucid comprehension of the na- 
ture and progress of the disease. 

Besides various recorded speeches on surgical 
subjects during the convention of medical associa- 
tions, and the occasional contributions to the pe- 
riodical literature of his noble profession, Dr. 
Buck has published several elaborate papers on 
important affections and their especial treat- 
ment, which are deserving of the careful perusal 
of all who are interested in similar pursuits. A 
pamphlet on the “Surgical Treatment of Morbid 
Growths within the Larynx, illustrated by an ori- 
ginal case and statistical observations, elucidating 
their nature and forms,”* not only covers the 
ground, but embraces much of what bas been 
suggested by other practitioners in the way of 
report, together with a tabular account of the 
age, cause, voice, respiration, cough, sensations 
in the larynx, deglutition, duration of the disease, 
mode of termination, form and nature of tumor, 
seat of attachment, other lesions of larynx, gen- 
eral remarks, where reported, and when, and by 
whom—being a complete summary of forty-two 
cases of morbid growths within the larynx. This 
brochure is in reality a condensed book of invalu- 
able importance for future reference and mature 
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reflection. In addition to the general handling 
of the subject, Dr. Buck has given a full and ac- 
curate account of a case that came under his own 
observation, and makes over to it the result of 
his wide experience in a succinct manner. 

Another compendious work forms an admirable 
subject for an endorsement of the plastic art in sur- 
gery. The pamphlet contains six engravings of 
various operations on a patient for the purpose 
of partial reconstruction of the face.* The man 
had been in the army for some time, and was a 
victim to overdoses of mercury, which resulted in 
destruction of a great portion of the maxilla, loss 
of right eye, and lesion of the ala of the nose and 
parts of the lips, mouth, and cheek. Dr. Buck, 
after the most praiseworthy patience, and a series 
of delicate and, in fact, mathematical operations, 
by introducing an artificial roof for the mouth, 
a well-adapted nose-piece, and a cap for the pur- 
pose of covering the lower molar teeth of the 
right side, and also by cutting, reducing as it 
were, and bringing in apposition proper portions 
of the face, rendered what was hideous less repul- 
sive, and created a practicable jaw out of a chaos 
of ruins. 


ee 
LIQUOR AMMONIZ: ACETATIS. 


By Tuomas Byrnes, M.D. 


There is scarcely any preparation of the phar- 
macopeeia that will be found to vary so much as 
the liquor ammoniz acetatis. 

This variation arises from its mode of prepara- 
tion, it nearly always being too alkaline or too 
acid; physicians observe this, and sometimes com- 
plain of it. I once saw a prescription for this 
remedy, to which was appended the following 
caution, “be sure and get this mixture neutral, as 
its being alkaline would seriously injure the pa- 
tient.” 1 knew another physician who always 
required this medicine to be brought to him be- 
fore he would allow the patient to use it. 

Liquor eamiiceads is directed to be made 
by adding of ammonia to diluted ace- 
tie acid until it is saturated. 

But here arises the difficulty, for each druggist 
has his own favorite method of determining this 
point; some tell best by the taste, others by its 
ceasing to effervesce on the addition of carbonate 
of ammonia. I know of one druggist who al- 
ways determines the point of saturation, by lis- 
tening to the vessel in which it is being pre 
pared. 

Others again, who are more scientific rely upon 
test paper, but all of these means generally fail 
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tion of May, 1863, and subsequently printed. 
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to give a neutral solution of the acetate of am- 
monia. . 

Taste may indicate if the solution contains too 
much of the acid or alkali, but it cannot deter- 
mine its point of saturation. 

Adding ammonia until effervescence ceases is 
very fallacious, as quite a large quantity of free 
alkali may be taken up before effervescence 
ceases, especially if the carbonate has been rapidly 
added. 

Test paper it is very certain cannot be relied 
upon, and unfortunately we cannot weigh out 
the quantities so as to exactly neutralize each 
other, owing to the variable strength of acetic 
acid, and carbonate of ammonia, much of the 
latter article often being a bicarbonate as found 
in the shops, especially if it has been long kept. 

It is well known that the acetates, though neu- 
tral in composition, are alkaline to test paper, 
hence test paper cannot be used to determine the 
point of saturation. There is also another objec- 
tion to using test paper; so much of the carbonic 
acid may be absorbed by the solution, as to give 
- an acid reaction even when the solution is alka- 
line, as may be proved by setting the mixture 
aside for a few hours. If test paper is now ap- 
plied, an alkaline reaction is at once manifested, 
and the solution has a distinctly ammoniacal 
odor and’ taste. 

To remedy this source of fallacy, it has been 
recommended to heat the solution, but here there 
is danger of error also, for if the heat be too long 
applied it drives off the ammonia, and a binace- 
tate is the result. 

These are difficulties which every one ‘will ex- 
perience, who observes carefully while making 
this preparation. 

As often kept in the shops it is not liquor 
ammonise acetatis, but a mixture of it, and car- 
bonate of ammonia. 

There are two ways in which this remedy may 
be prepared so as to obviate the difficulties above 
mentioned ; both methods I have tried, and they 
each yield perfectly satisfactory results. 

One method is to neutralize the acetic acid with 
earbonate of ammonia before diluting it with the 
water, the other is to neutralize diluted acetic 
acid with aqua ammonia. 

_ By adding carbonate of ammonia to undiluted 
acetic acid (No. 8,) the point of saturation is 
easily determined. This plan gives’a concentrat- 
ed solution of the acetate, which dissolves the 
carbonate but very slightly after it is once saturat- 
ed, and no carbonic acid is held in solution. 
When making it from undiluted acetic acid the 
carbonate may be added until effervescance 
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ceases, and then dilute it with pure water free 
from lime. 

It may be prepared from aqua ammonie by 
diluting the acid to half its usual strength, as al- 
lowance must be made for the water of the aqua 
ammoniz. After the acid is thus diluted, care- 
fully add the water of ammonia until the solu- 
tion is neutral to test paper, and dilute to its pro- 
per strength. 

A few drops of acetic acid may be added with 
advantage, if the solution is to be kept, though it 
is always better to prepare it as itis dispensed. 
If kept, free carbonate of ammonia is soon gen- 
erated, and the mixture becomes alkaline. 

When prepared by either of the above methods, 
spirits of mindererus is a colorless liquid, of a 


-sweetish saline taste, very agreeable to patients 


suffering from fever; the solution should not yield 
a precipitate with nitrate of silver, chloride of 
barium or acetate of dead, nor be darkened by 
sulphuretted hydrogen. 


we 
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Sepenmenens Hosrrrat, 
February, 1865. } 
Mepicat Curnic sy Dr. J. M. Da Costa. 
Reported by William H. Ford, M. D., Resident Physician. 
Cirrhosis attended with Ascites. 

M. G., eet. 39, native of Ireland, intemperate, 
Admitted October, 1864. Her general health has 
always been good, until within the last year. 
When admitted to the hospital, she had cedema of 
the inferior extremities, swelling of the abdomen, 
and dyspnoea, of which she especially complained 
whenever exerting herself. She states that last 
September, she had pain in her back and sides, 
Shortly afterward, she noticed a swelling of her 
abdomen, which rapidly increased; and later, 
that her feet and legs began to swell. Her urine 
was then very abundant. It is now about nor- 
mal in quantity, is highly colored, acid, has a 
specific gravity of 1023, and contains an abund- 
ant deposit of urates, but no albumen. or tube 
casts. = 

In examining the abdomen, we find it enor. 
mously distended, and dull on percussion, except 
in the centre, where it is tympanitic, on account 
of the distended intestines which float on the con- 
tained fluid. By tapping one side of the abdo- 
men, a sense of fluctuation is imparted to the 
hand on the other, by a wave of fluid. The feet 
are now but slightly swollen; the hands not at 
all. 
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Cause. In endeavoring to find the cause of 
the ascites, we will examine the kidneys, heart, 
and liver, separately, as it is generally attributa- 
ble to disease of one of these organs. By an ex- 
amination of the urine, we find no cause of dis- 
ease in the kidney. Though the circulation of 
the blood is rapid, (as it must of necessity be 
when the breathing is impeded by the diaphragm, ) 
there is no disease of the heart. The chances 
are that the liver is affected; and what favors 
this view is the fact that the dropsy is purely 
local. We had better say that there exists some 
abdominal trouble, in which the liver is probably 
most at fault, as there might be disease of the 
peritoneum, or of the ovaries, or there might be a 
tumor. 

In this case the dropsy is not ovarian, because 
the swelling is uniform, is not round, and does 
not project in the centre of the abdomen. It is 
not peritoneal disease, as with such disease there 
would be pain on pressure, and abdominal unea- 
siness. There is no reason to suspect the pres- 
ence of a tumor, as the history of the case does 
not favor the idea. By a process of exclusion we 
have determined upon the liver as the organ at 
fault. What then is the character of the hepatic 
trouble? There is probably hardening of the 
liver, or cirrhosis. In this disease the liver be- 
comes hard, dense, and reduced in bulk, so as 
not to perform its functions well. Besides the 
dropsy, the most significant signs of this disease 
are, diminution of percussion, dullness in the he- 
patic region, and the detection, by the touch, of firm 
irregular granulations on the margin and under 
surface of the liver. In this case, there is a want 
of the proper percussion, dullness in the hepatic 
region, but the distension of the abdomen by fluid 
renders it impossible to discern, by touch, the 
condition of the surface of the liver. Although 
there is no jaundice now, the patient states that 
she had jaundice several years ago. 

Treatment. This patient may take ten grains of 
the bromide of potassium, and half a fluid ounce 
of the compound spirits of juniper, three times a 
day. The bromide of potassium is preferred to 
the iodide, because it is more pleasant to take, 
can be administered in larger doses, and contin- 
ued longer. If there be an objection to the alco- 
hol in the spirit of juniper, a strong infusion may 
be substituted. Nourishing diet will be employed. 
If we fail to expel the fluid by the natural chan- 
nels, paracentesis will be resorted to at the proper 
time. 

April 1st, 1865. No noticeable change in the 
patient’s condition, except that the abdominal 
swelling has slightly decreased, 
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, Abdominal Hysteria. 

M. F., xt. 31,a widow. Has had four children ; 
the last about four years ago. According to her 
statement, her abdomen began to enlarge about 
one year ago, and the swelling has existed ever 
since. She says she always has pain in her ab- 
domen, which becomes augmented by pressure, 
and that she is unable to lie upon her left side, 
or to sit up without great pain. For the relief of 
this affection she came to the hospital last No- 
vember. Her bowels have been constipated, but 
her urine is perfectly normal in quantity and 
character. The physician who formerly attended 
her, states, that upon one occasion he found part 
of a needle under her right thumb nail, and that, 
two days afterward, the other part was found im- 
bedded in the tissues of the instep. At one time 
she declared that she was unable to pass her 
water; after it was drawn off several times by 
the catheter, the physician refused to assist her 
any more, and the patient passed her urine with- 
out complaint after that time. 

In examining the abdomen a swelling of irre- 
gular outline is perceived in the centre of it, and 
extending some distance on each side of the me- 
dian line. It feels hard and resisting to the touch, 
and is tympanitic on percussion. There is no 
evidence of fluctuation. The patient shrinks 
when touched gently, but the pain is not increased 
when strong pressure is made. Coughing, deep 
inspiration, and extending the thighs, do not ag- 
gravate the abdominal tenderness. 

Finding this peculiar swelling connected with 
this peculiar history, and the downcast and pecu- 
liar expression of countenance of the patient, it 
occurred that ether might be a valuable aid ‘n 
forming a correct diagnosis. It was administered 
so as to produce thorough relaxation, and, upon 
examination, the tumor had disapppeared, the 
abdominal walls became completely relaxed, so 
that the hand could be pressed against the ver- 
tebral column, and into the pelvis. There was 
no apparent enlargement of any of the abdomi- 
nal organs, and not the slightest appearances re-. 
mained. Here was a novel and exceedingly use- 
ful application of ether for the purpose of medical 
diagnosis. Here is a phantom tumor in an hys- 
terical patient, which might deceive any one. 
The same amount of pain was complained of, no 
matter how much the pressure was increased. 
If this were a case of peritonitis, firm pressure 
would so intensify the agony of the patient as to 
cause her to spring from your reach. If the pain 
be hysterical, (as in this case,) increased pressure 
does not intensify the pain ; it is otherwise in in- 
flammation. The swelling might be artificially 
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produced, or it might bea collection of wind with 
rigid abdominal muscles. It is most likely con- 
traction of the abdominal muscles, with tympani- 
tic distension—abdominal hysteria. 

Treatment. This is moral. Make the patient 
do certain prescribed things; keep her out of 
bed; give her no purges; use no catheter, and no 
medicines whatever. 

March 10th, 1865. The above suggestions 
were carried out, and the patient has ceased to 
complain of her abdominal trouble, and has been 
discharged from the ward, and is now daily per- 
forming hard labor. 





Medical Societies. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
VERMONT. 


Reported by L. C. Butler, M. D., Essex. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Vermont Medi- 
cal Society was held on the 28th ult. at Stowe, 
‘a thriving, busy, little village, cozily nestled 
in a beautiful valley between the forks of the 
Green Mountains. At the appointed hour a small 
representation of the medical profession of the 
State met in one of the spacious apartments of the 
Mount Mansfield Hotel, and the Society was 
called to order by the President, Dr. O. F. Fas- 
sett,, of East Berkshire, and opened with prayer 
by Rev. J. S. Forp, of Stowe, in accordance with 
the resolution passed at the annual session. The 
minutes of the annual meeting were read by Dr. 
J. 8. Richmond, Secretary. The President, in a 
brief opening address, made appropriate and 
timely suggestions in regard to a suitable tribute 
of respect to the medical staff of Vermont, who 
have so-nobly done their duty in the army during 
the rebellion; in relation to the members of the 
Society who have died during the year; and also 
in regard to the inefficiency of the present regis- 
tration law of the State. The first and last sugges- 
tions were referred to a committee, consisting of 
Drs. Butler, Rublee and Sutton, to report at the 
annual session in October next. 

Drs. Edwin Porter, of Northfield, Noah Tite- 
mon, of Lowell, A. J. Hyde, of Hardwick, R. 
Sherwood, of Hydepark, 0. L. Watson, of Mid- 
dlesex, and T. J. Holbrook, of Wolcott, were 
severally proposed for membership, and upon 
reference to the committee on admission of mem- 
bers, who reported favorably, were duly elected. 

Dr. J. B. Gibson, of Dunham, C. E., was invited 
to a seat as an honorary member of the Society, 
and participation in its deliberations. 
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Veratrum Viride. 

During the afternoon session Dr. Burier, of 
Essex, presented a paper on The Physiological 
Properties and Therapeutical Action of Veratrum 
Viride, commenting on its peculiar properties as 
an arterial and nervous sedative, and on its wide 
range of therapeutical application, and great 
value in the treatment of disease. The paper 
gave rise to an animated discussion, and was re- 
ferred to the committee of Publication. 

Dr. Stevens, of St. Albans, coincided entirely 
with the views presented in the paper. He had 
used veratrum in many of the diseases named 
with the happiest effects. There was an affection 
not named, however, in which he had used it with 
the most gratifying results, viz., mammary ab- 
scess. His attention was first called to it some 
years since when travelling in the west, by 
a friend of his, a physician, who invited him to 
visit a patient whom he was treating for this af- 
fection with veratrum. His friend informed him 
that in every case where the drug was given be- 
fore the hardening of the tissues commenced, the 
inflammatory action was promptly arrested. Since 
that time Dr. Stevens had used it in many cases, 
but with greatest benefit in those which were the 
result of febrile action, locating in the breast as a 
finale, and where no induration had taken place. 
In these cases his experience in the administra- 
tion of veratrum had been most happy. It will 
arrest an inflammatory abscess at once. In pneu- 
monia his experience coincided with the views 
expressed by Dr. Bennett, of England, who opposes 
bloodletting and all depressants. The disease is 
more easily controlled by veratram, and, if seen 
early, it will obviate the necessity of using the 
lancet. 

Dr. CuanvieR contrasted the practice of 40 
years ago in pneumonia with that of the present 
day. His recollections of the lancet, antimony 
and blisters, always used in that disease, were 
vivid. Deaths were more frequent. He preferred 
the modern treatment with veratrum, as much 
safer and more successful. He had used veratrum 
in croup, and always with good effect. 

Dr. Cirarx had great confidence in it in pneu- 
monia, and in rheumatism; had used it in scarla- 
tina, but thought it too depressing for many 
cases; thought much of it as an external applica- 
tion in acute abscess, whitlow, etc. 

Dr. Jonzs could not express so strongly his ap- 
preciation of, or confidence in its effects. He had 
seen spasm of diphragm, hiccough, and irritation 
of the stomach produced by it. It had never 
taken the place of the lancet in his practice, and 
he thought we were liable to err in laying the 
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lancet aside. If he could have the early hygienic 
management of pneumonia, he seldom bled; but 
he could not give veratrum to his patients, and go 
away from them feeling safe. He feared we were 
carrying the use of this article to extremes. 

Dr. Cuanvier suggested that one reason why 
veratrum failed in the hands of some practitioners 
was, that the preparation used was impure or 
inert. He had found that the quality of speci- 
mens varied materially. 

Dr. Hataway had used veratrum in articular 
inflammation and pleurisy, and had never been 
disappointed in its effects. 


. Dr. Crampton presented a paper on the death 
of Dr. N. W. Fatrcatxp, of Milton, (late a mem- 
ber of this Society,) which took place April 9th, 
1865, while in the faithful discharge of his profes- 
sional duties. Dr. H. F. Srevens, of St. Albans, 
was requested to prepare and present a biographi- 
cal sketch of the deceased, at the annual meeting 
in October next. 


Diphtheria. 


Dr. Stevens, of St. Albans, presented an elabo- 
rate paper, embodying interesting statistical in- 
formation’ in regard to the wide spread prevalence 
and mortality of diphtheria, and its pressure upon 
different portions of the State. These statistics 
he gathered from the Vermont registration re- 
ports. In 1858 the disease was first classed 
among the zymotics, and denominated diphtheria. 
Fourteen deaths were reported. In 1859, seventy- 
nine; the greatest number being in Orange 
county, midway of the eastern margin of the 
State. In 1860, 212; Washington, Windsor, Rut- 
land and Orange, suffering most, forming a belt 
across the middle portion. In 1861, 441; Rut- 
land, Windsor, Orange and Addison, giving the 
greatest mortality. In 1862, 818 were reported; 
the belt extending north into Caledonia, Wash- 
ington, Chittenden and Lamoille, showing a 
steady increase in the mortality from this terrible 
disease, culminating probably in 1863, which will 
doubtless exhibit a still greater mortality than 
any preceding year. The paper was referred to 
the committee on Publication. The presentation 
of this paper elicited an interesting discussion 
upon the general subject of diphtheria, in which 
the members generally participated. 

Dr. Hype had seen two or three hundred cases, 
15 to 20 per cent. of which had proved fatal. He 
had pursued one plan of treatment at one time, 
and laid it aside for another, with about the same 
disheartening success. He adopted Greenhow’s 
pathology, that it is a constitutional disease with 
a local exudation, which breaking down and be- 
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ing absorbed into thé system, produces a poison” 
ous condition of the blood. Localttreatment may 
prevent this absorption, and cannot be dispensed 
with. It is not a throat disease exclusively. He 
had seen cases where the peculiar exudation was 
upon the foot, on the mucous membrane of the 
stomach, on the fingers and the toes, followed by 
the sequel of the disease. Uses local applica- 
tions, and in conjunction with them a tonic 
course, in mild form. In malignant cases, where 
the exudation resembles gangrene, he had used 
bromine as a local application, in connection with 
quinia and the vapor-bath, and has saved a 
larger proportion of his patients than formerly. 
Quinia should be used in heroic doses. Two grains 
every four hours will kill the patient, while 10 to 
15 grains will kill the disease, and save life. 

Dr. Lrremore had seen some forty cases in his 
locality, and had been quite successful in its 
treatment, save in one school district where he had 
eleven cases, nine of which proved fatal. These 
cases were furiously delirious, almost maniacal ; 
these symptoms soon being followed by prostra- 
tion and death. His treatment was rhubarb and 
soda, to obviate the constipation which many of 
the cases exhibited ; quinia, carb. ammon., potash 
and iron, with pork and onions for an external 
application. He did not think the disease any 
more contagious than typhoid fever. 

Dr. Ricumonp referred to the division into true 
and false diphtheria, proposed by the London 
Lancet. He had found the peculiar membranous 
exudation in both forms, but thought it not 
thick and tenacious in the false as in the true. 
The latter he readily recognised by the smell, it 
being much like that of rotten apples in a close 
room. The one form was constitutional, the other 
local. He used a saturated solution of muriate 
of ammonia, and French chlorate of potash, with 
a view to prevent the decomposition of the mem- 
brane, with fair success. 

Dr. Surron had remarked a difference in the 
color of the membrane, extent of the exudation, 
and in the constitutional symptoms in the two 
varieties; the false béing in spots or white points, 
the true of an ash color, thickening into a tena- 
cious membrane; and he had seen both going on 
together when the disease prevailed as an epi- 
demic. In the former he had never found the 
the peculiar smell alluded to. 

Dr. Cranpatt related a case in which the 
membranous exudation of diphtheria was found 
in the vagina, and on both labia, after parturition. 

Dr. Powers had noticed a disease among horses, 
which farmers called diphtheria. In one in- 
stance a young man, in removing the exudation 
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from a horse’s mouth and throat, scratched the 
skin upon his hands, and had what he called 
diphtheria as a result. 


, Enlargement of Mamme. 

Dr. CHANDLER presented two photographs of 
an enlargement of the mammz, which he had 
seen in consultation with Dr, Branch. The pa- 
tient is 32 years of age; healthy; weight about 
90 pounds. One of the breasts measures three 
feet two inches in circumference at the base, the 
other an inch or two less; estimated capacity 
of both twenty-four quarts; weight forty-eight 
pounds. They are not painful; secretion not ab- 
normal in quantity during lactation; no tender- 
ness; not indurated, or nodulated to the touch; 
has had eight or ten children; a year or two 
since had slight enlargement, which she attri- 
buted to suppression of menstruation. When 
that function was restored, the breasts became of 
normal size. Six or eight weeks since ‘began to 
enlarge again; menses suppressed. She applied 
to Dr. Branch for “driving medicines,” as she 
termed them. How shall this r-pid, morbid 

‘ growth be accounted for? Is it vicarious men- 
struation modified by the nutritive process? “‘We 
pause for a reply.” 


Cancer. 

The evening session was mainly spent in dis- 
cussion upon the subject of Cancer, with especial 
reference to the duty of the profession to prevent 
as far as possible, the cases of cancer and can- 
croid growths, coming under their observation, 
from passing into the hands of the so-called 
“cancer doctors.” Whilst the incurability of 
true cancer was admitted by all the speakers, it 
was suggested that more attention should be paid 
to diagnosis, as no doubt many tumors were 
pronounced cancers that were really not such, 
and the reputation of the “ cancer doctors” was 
made by the cure of these. It was suggested 
that the dread of extirpation by the knife ope- 
rated to induce many to apply to quacks, inas- 
much as they seldom, if ever, use the knife, but 
substitute “‘ caustics” and “drawing salves.’”’ The 
regular practitioner ought to know as much about 
cancers as the “cancer doctor,” and as much 
about the application of remedies to check their 
progress or to “draw them out,’’ as the quack. 
It was therefore suggested to be the duty of the 
profession to treat cancers and cancroid growths 
with such remedies, whether the knife, caustics, 
“salves,” or placebos, as each case required, 
with a view to keep patients from jeopardising 
their lives and fortunes by trusting to quacks. 

Many of the members being desirous of occupy- 
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ing the second day with an excursion to the sum- 
mit of Mansfield Mountain, the Society adjourned 
for that purpose. 





iti 
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EpiroriaL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Painful Menstruation. 

In a preceding number (428) we gave a re- 
sumé of a lecture on this subject from the Lancet, 
by Dr. Marion Sims. We now continue the 
same upon the method of incising the os and cer- 
vix uteri. He places his patient on the side, in- 
troduces the index of one hand into the vagina, 
pushes the fundus uteri up, if it be anteverted, 
passes his uterotome into the cervix to the os in- 
ternum, springs the blade, and withdraws the 
instrument, cutting open one side of the cervix; 
then reintroducing the instrument, the other site 
is cut in like manner, thus making a bilateral 
incision of the cervix large enough to allow the 
index finger to be passed to the os internum ; and, 
as before stated, he then passes into the vagina a 
large camel’s-hair pencil, saturated with a solu-. 
tion of the perchloride of iron. 

He does not approve of the double bladed in- 
strument of Greenhalgh, because the Operator is 
too apt to rely upon the execution of the machine 
rather than his own skill. 

Srus’ operation differs from Stmpson’s, not in its 
aim and scope, but merely in its mechanical ex- 
ecution. He and his followers operate in the 
dark, while the former brings everything into 

lain view. They cut from within outward; he 
in the contrary direction, from the os externum 
upward to the cavity of the womb, They, as a 
rule, do not tampon the vagina after the opera- 
tion ; he always does, for the double purpose of 
guarding against hemorrhage and ensuring an 
open os. 

The patient is placed on the left side, the specu- 
lum introduced, a tenaculum is hooked into cen- 
tral portion of the anterior lip of the os tinca, 
the uterus gently pulled forward, then curved 
scissors is passed into the canal of the cervix till 
the outer one comes almost in contact with the 
insertion of the vagina on the side of the cervix, 
and the portion thus embraced is divided at one 
blow of the scissors. Then the opposite side is 
in like manner divided, and the operation is al- 
most finished. Sponge away the blood, and pass 
a narrow-bladed, blunt-pointed knife (at a proper 
angle with its Sondlel and divide the small 
amount of tissue on each side leading from the 
scissor-cuts up to the re cavity of the womb, 

The operation is quickly done, and the judg- 
ment of the surgeon determines whether the pe- 
culiarities of the case demand more or less cut- 
ting. The Longe Sag 2 is usually unimportant, 
but sometimes it is furious and often it comes 
with such a rush that the vagina would be filled 
before a set of sponges could be washed out. But 
there is nothing to be feared. Press one or two 


sponge probangs right into the neck of the uterus, 
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but at the same time be sure to keep the organ 
firmly fixed by the tenaculum; for if the bleed- 
ing is profuse it is a very awkward and unlucky 
thing to let it slip out, particularly if the vagina 
be lax and deep. Five or six minutes will usually 
suffice to control the bleeding by the pressure of 
the probangs. When that is done, and not till 
then, the dressing may be proceeded with. Two 
or three small “pene of cotton, large enough when 
moistened to fill up the gaping os, are to be tho- 
roughly saturated with water, then squeezed as 
dry as possible, and afterward wetted in a mix- 
ture of one part of Deleau’s neutral solution of 
the perchloride of iron with four or five parts of 
water, or in Dr. Squrss’s liq. ferri persulphatis 
similarly diluted. 

If there is. no bleeding, some cotton a little 
moistened in simple water may be laid over the 
neck of the womb, to be covered with dry cotton 
to the extent of supporting the whole dressing 
neatly and comiatal y in its place. The patient 
is put to bed, having been perhaps eight or nine 
minutes on the table. She eats and drinks as 
usual, but the recumbent posture is enjoined for 
a few days. She may pass water lying, or it 
may be drawn off. The only object of the recum- 
bent posture is to insure the retention of the 
dressing in situ. He formerly allowed patients 
to sit up and walk about the room the day after 
the operation, but he was so often annoyed b 
the supervention of hemorrhage, that he at lengt 
adopted the plan of keeping them down till the 
spontaneous separation of the intra-ceryical dress- 
ing. 

On the day after the operation the whole of the 


vaginal portion of the tampon is to be carefully 
removed, placing the patient in the position as 
for the operation, and using the speculum, which 
must be introduced so as not to derange the rela- 


tions of the dressing. When it is all removed 
down to the intra-cervical portion, a wad of cot- 
ton saturated with Price’s glycerine, and large 
enough to cover completely the cervix and its 
first dressing, is laid over it and the patient again 
lifted into This induces a profuse watery 
discharge from the vagina, which keeps the part 
cleanly drained of all secretions or exudations 
from the decomposition of the blood contained in 
the original dressing. This glycerined cotton is 
to be removed and renewed daily till the suppura- 
tive process throws off the dressing from the neck 
of the womb. This will not be under three or 
four days. The glycerine keeps everything sweet 
and clean, and its affinity for water, which by 
osmosis it extracts from the tissues with which it 
lies in contact, keeps the parts entirely clear of 
any secretion that might be re-absorbed and _poi- 
son the blood if not thus drained off by the chem- 
ico-capillary action of the dressing. No one can 
thus apply 7 org to the neck of the womb and 
not be struck with its peculiar power and pro- 
perties. 

Do not provoke hemorrhage by impatiently re- 
moving the dressing. The parts usually heal in 
from twelve to seventeen days, or perhaps at the 
recurrence of the next menstrual period. An 
this reminds me that the operation should always 
be performed within from three to five days after 
a menstrual epoch, so that we may have time 
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enough for the healing process to be wholly ac- 
complished before the recurrence of the next. 

Dr. Sims finds great trouble in keeping the os 
uteri open enough. It never remains as we cut 
it. In a month it will be reduced to one-fourth 
of the size after cutting, in spite of persevering 
efforts to prevent it. If it does contraet too much, 
operate again. After the first week, or some 
writers say after three daye, we should pass up a 
bougie. In conclusion, Dr. Srms says, that this 
operation often cures dysmenorrheea. Sometimes 
it only modifies it. And again, he has seen cases 
where it produced no beneficial effect whatever. 
The first menstrual flow after it, is usually usher- 
ed in without the premonitions that had so long 
harassed the r sufferer, and she may pass 
through the whole period with comparative com- 
fort; but he thinks it advisable for such patients 
to take very good care of themselves at each re- 
turn of the flow, and to avoid all unnecessary ex- 
posure or fatigue. If there is pain enough to lie 
down, he directs an anodyne by the rectum, and for 
this a ag McMunn’s elixir of opium is the 
very . It is less apt to nauseate or to produce 
headache than crude opium or any of its alkaloids. 
It is more efficacious by the rectum than by the 
mouth, because itis more immediately in conjunc- 
tion with the nerves of the affected part. 

Morphia taken into the stomach is a very poor 
remedy for sciatica, but we all know that it exerts 
not only a temporary soothing effect, but a won- 
derful and rapidly curative action when ender- 
mically injected dung the course of the affected 
nerve. It is upon this principle of applying the 
remedy as near as ible to the seat af suffering, 
that the anodyne for dysmenorrheea is far more 
efficacious by the rectum than by the mouth. 


Identification of the Dead. 


The Alta California of March 16th, reports 
that Dr. L. J. Henry, by the consent of the coro- 
ner of Alta, brought into use the process of Dr. 
Ricarpson of London for restoring the features 
of a dead man who had undergone such change 
from decomposition that he could not be identi- 
fied. The man had been murdered and buried in 
a very shallow grave; the body was discovered 
from some animals having partly removed the 
earth. On the body being brought to the dead- 
house it was quite unrecognisable. Dr. Henry 

laced it in a water-tight shell, and then covered 
it (the body) with water containing twenty pounds 
of common salt and one pound of hydrochloric 
acid. After immersion for three hours, the body 
was removed; the face was washed first with sim- 
le water, then with chlorine water, and finally a 
ree current of chlorine gas was passed over the 
face. After the operation, by which the face was 
bleached, the friends of the dead man were able 
itively to recognise him as one Cuartes T. 
iiLL, and on this identification a man was ar- 
rested in whose possession various articles be- 
longing to H1tu were found, and who is believed 
to be the murderer. The restoring process seems 


d|in this case to have been entirely satisfactory, 


and to have served a purpose which a few years 
ago it would have been considered iaponetble to 


carry out. 
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FORMATION OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

Frequent applications are made to us for forms 
of Constitution and By-Laws for medical socie- 
ties, and the Code of Ethics of the American 
Medical Association. We regret that it is not in 
our power to furnish them. Secretaries of medi- 
cal societies having spare copies of their consti- 
tions and by-laws would enable us to accommo- 
date applicants, and thus aid in the formation of 
medical societies, if they would forward us a few 
copies. 

It is very desirable that the constitutions and 
by-laws of medical societies be as nearly uniform 
as possible, and to this end the American Medical 
Association some years ago appointed a commit- 
tee to draw up forms of Constitutions for State 
and County medical societies. The committee 
was composed of Drs. A. B. Patmer, and N. B. 
‘Ives, and their report was presented at the Ninth 
meeting of the Association, and will be found in 
the ninth volume of its Transactions, p. 397. 

It would have been well to have had a form of 
by-laws included in the report, and the whole 
should have been published in pamphlet form, 
with the Code of Ethics, for distribution to those 
wanting them. In this way the formation of 
medical societies would be encouraged, and there 
would be a uniformity about them that would 
conform them more in spirit to the national medi- 
cal organization. 

We insert here the form of constitution recom- 
mended by the committee mentioned above. It 
may serve as a basis for the formation of socie- 
ties where no organization exists. 


PLAN OF CONSTITUTION FOR COUNTY SOCIETIES. 


Arr. I. This Society shall be called the 
County Medical Society, and shall be auxiliary to 
the Medical Society of the State of . 
Arr. II. Should state the object of the Soc 
Arr. III. Members.—Of whom composed. 
gular practitioners, ete. How elected. 
_ Arr. IV. It shall be regarded as the impera- 
tive duty of each member of the Society to keep 
a record of all cases occurring in his practice, 
depending upon endemic or general causes (such 
diseases as the different forms of fever, of inflam- 
mations, diarrhoea, cholera, tuberculosis, etc., 
ete.), together with the types they assume, the 
age, habits, and other hygienic conditions of the 
patient, and also the general course of treatment 
pursued, and the termination of the cases; and 
7 pea at least ey the absolute number 
' each disease, or the percentage as compared 
with the whole aailied of aa recorded, each 


iety. 
Re- 
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|month being reported separately, to the commit- 
tee appointed to receive such reports, as provided 
for in Art. X. These reports are to be read at 
some meeting of the Society, either by the indi- 
vidual reporting them, or by the committee re- 
ceiving them, as the society may direct. 

It shall be considered as a dereliction of duty, 
punishable as the by-laws may direct, for any 
member of this Society to admit into his office as 
a student of medicine, any person who shall not 
first present a certificate of qualifications as pro- 
vided for in Art. VI. of this constitution. \ 

Art. V. The officers of this Society shall con- 
sist of a Pres dent, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and three Censors. 

Art. VI. Duties of President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, as usual. 

It shall be the duty of the Censors to examine 
all persons applying for admission to the offices 
of any member of this Society as students of 
medicine, and if found worthy, to give them cer- 
tificates of possessing a moral and intellec- 
tual character; a good English education, includ- 
ing a thorough knowledge of the English lan- 

age, and a respectable acquaintance with its 
literature and with the art of composition; a fair 
knowledge of the natural sciences, and at least 
the more elementary mathematics, including the 
chief fundamental elements of algebra and ge- 
ometry, and such a knowledge of the ancient 
languages as will enable him to read current pre- 
scriptions and appreciate the technical language 
of the natural sciences and of medicine. 

Arr. VII. Meetings—When held. How call- 


ed, ete. 
Art. VIII. Funds.—How raised and expended, 


ete. 

Arr. IX. This Society shall adopt the Code of 

Medical Ethics of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 
Arr. X. There shall be a standing Committee 
of this Society, of such numbers and chosen in 
such manner as the Society by its by-laws may 
direct, whose duty it shall be to receive records of 
cases occurring in practice from the members of 
the Society, as provided for in Art. IV. of this 
constitution, to arrange them in a condensed 
form, showing for each month of the year the 
percentage of each form of disease reported, add- 
ing accounts of the localities where they occurred, 
the general habits, and other hygienic conditions 
of the people, the general meteorological charac- 
ters of each month, and statements of the type or 
severity or other peculiarities which each particu- 
lar disease may have assumed, the general course 
of treatment pursued, and the géneral results of 
treatment or the termination of cases; and to — 
transmit such accounts annually to the committee 
for receiving them of the State Society to which 
this mee is auxiliary. 

Art. XI. Provisions for altering or amending 
this Constitution. 

——— a 

Davin Norrina, M. D., formerly of Randolph, 
Vt., and for ten years past a missionary of the 
American Board in Turkey, is expected home 
some time this summer. His labors have been 





very arduous. 





NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


CURING MEAT. 

Baron Liesic, whose scientific investigations 
in regard to articles of food have been of so much 
use to mankind, having called attention to the 
serious loss of the nutriment of meats cured in 
the ordinary way, by being put down in brine or 
packed in salt, Dr. Moraan, Professor of Anatomy 
in the Royal College of Surgeons, in Ireland, in- 
vented the following method of curing meat, by 
which all the nutritive qualities of the meat are 
saved. 

The circulatory system of the body extends to 
every part of the frame, in the minutest ramifica- 
tions; and Dr. Morcan seizes this means to in- 
troduce the brine into the tissue. The animal is 
first killed by a blow on the head with a blunt 
instrument, to avoid injuring any important cir- 
culatory vessel. The chest is then opened, and 
an incision made in the right and left ventricles 
of the heart. The blood rushes forth, and when 
the stream slackens a tube is insérted in the left 
ventricle, and a stream of brine, or “pickle” 
pours through every avenue of the body, driving 
the blood before it, and coming out at Tength in 
a crystal-clear stream from the right ventricle. 
When it is evident that not a drop of blood re- 
mains, a ligature is put around the opening in 
the right ventricle, and the issue of brine is 
stopped. It still continues to enter the body, and 
being taken from a raised tank, the head of seven 
square inch, suffices to force 
flesh, thoroughly permeating 
The carcass ot 
when the blood 


or more pounds per 
the liquid into the 
it with the preservative brine. 
the animal, which became flabb 
was ejected, now stiffens, and the flesh is firm to 
the touch. Such is the “infiltration” of meat. 
The process is a very speedy one, averaging 


from five to — minutes, according to the size 
of the animal, whether sheep, swine, or bullocks. 
The time also depends somewhat upon the future 
destination of the meat, whether to be packed in 
brine or in sawdust, or hung up to dry. In use 
this meat can be taken from the cask and stee 

in water, or not, according to taste, and then 
boiled, roasted, baked, and in short prepared in 
every way known to the cuisine. Beefsteaks and 
mutton chops are no longer impossibilities on ex- 
tended voyages, but may be enjoyed in all their 
original juiciness and flavor. The process has 
been exhibited before the British Admiralty and 
before a commission appointed by the French gov- 
_ ernment. The operations performed in our pres- 

ence were not experiments. 

The process has been in full trial in New York 
for about six months, and some thousands of ani- 
mals have been cured and sold. The process was 
introduced into this country by Courrenay Ar- 
woop, M. D., a pupil of Dr. Morcan. His office 
is at No. 9 Broad street, New York; and the pro- 
cess is in ne operation at Mr. Cusnman’s, 
371 and 373 West Twenty-fourth street. In 
Australia and South America the cure of meats 
ba a method is carried on, on a very extensive 

8. 
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Notes and Comments. 


The U. 8. Dispensatory. 

The new edition of this work has been issued, 
though we have not yet received a copy from the 
publishers. It is sold at the enormous price of 
ten dollars a copy. This high figure can hardly 
be maintained long, though it must be confessed, 
the publishers have the “control of the market,” 
unless the profession take it into their control, by 
refusing to purchase. 

This edition contains a great deal of new mat- 
ter, including all the new remedies up to the date 
of publication. It is of the utmost value to every 
medical man, and it is to be regretted that so un- 
reasonable a price has been put upon it by the 
publishers. 


A Valuable Present. 

Some time since, a correspondent mentioned a 
valuable case of surgical instruments as in process 
of manufacture by Wave & Forp, of New York, 
intended as a present to a surgeon in the army. 
It was ordered by the men of the 20th N. Y. Ca- 
valry, for the Surgeon of their regiment, Dr. 
Witiiam A. Mapiit. The case is a superb one, 
and cost $675. It was exhibited at the recent 
meeting of the American Medical Association, in 
Boston, and at the Surgeon-General’s office, and 
on both occasions was pronounced the most per- 
fect and beautiful set of instruments ever manu- 
factured. The presentation took place at Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Health Officer in Philadelphia. 

Governor Curtin has appointed Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Horatio G. Sicxet, who has faithfully 
served in the army during the past four years, to 
the position of Health Officer in this city, in 
place of — Saurru, deceased. We have no doubt 
but Gen. Sicxex will make a good health officer, 
but there are scores of medical men who have 
served as faithfully in the army, who would have 
made better, because better adapted to fill such an 
office. 


s@=-The British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science will hold its sessions this year at 
Birmingham, under the Presidency of Professor 
Purtures. All branches of science are represented 
in this association, and it comprises hundreds of 
delegates and visitors of both sexes. 


Abating an Evil. 
The whiskey-rations in the army have been 
abolished by order from the War Department, 
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upon the recommendation of the Commissary-Gen - 
eral and Surgeon-General. No liquor of any 
kind will hereafter be issued to soldiers except 
by the Medical Department. 

Boylston Medical Prize Questions. 

The premium for 1865, was awarded at the An- 
nual meeting held June Ist, to Henry W. Wir- 
uiams, M.D., of Boston, for the best Dissertation 
on Recent Advances in Ophthalmic Science. 

The Boylston Medical Committee, appointed 
by the President and Fellows of Harvard Univer- 
sity, consists of the following physicians :— 

Edward Reynoids, J. B. 8S. Jackson, Charles 
G. Putnam, John Jeffries, J. Mason Warren, 
Morrill Wyman, 8. D. Townsend, D. H. Storer, 
Henry J. Bigelow. 

Dr. J. Mason Warren is the Secretary. 

The following questions are proposed for 1866: 

1. Treatment of Painful Affections of the Nerves 
following Gunshot Wounds. 

2. Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis. 

Dissertations on these subjects must be trans- 

mitted, post paid, to Jonn Jerrrizs, M. D., on or 
before the first Wednesday in April, 1866. 

The following are the questions proposed for 
1867 :-— 

1. Pathology and Treatment of Diseases of the 
Skin. 

2. Amputation, its Varieties and Occasional 
Results, Gangrene and Necrosis. 

The author of the best dissertation on either of 
the subjects proposed for 1866 and 1867, will be 
entitled to a premium of ninety dollars, or a gold 
medal of that value. 


o—* 
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News and Miscellany. 


Statistics of Stammering. 

M. Cuervin, Director of, the Institution des 
Bégues at Lyons, has communicated to a meeting 
atthe Sorbonne, some curious statistics on stam- 
mering, embracing a period of ten years, from 
1852 to 1862, and derived from the trustworthy 
archives of the Minister of War. They show that 
within that period 6773 conscripts were exempted 
from military service on account of stammering, 
and that the decennial average of such cases is 3 
in 1,000 for all France, and’5 in 1,000 for the 
Department of the Seine. M. Cuervin added to 
his report a map of the geographical distribution 
of stammerers in France, which shows that the 
north contains fewer sufferers from this infirmity 
than the south, the northeast being most free 
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from this defect, and the southeast the most af- . 
flicted. 


New Medical Society. 

The physicians of St. Mary’s county, Maryland, 
met at Leonardtown on the 9th of May last, and 
formed a Society under tlre title of the “ Medico- 
Chirurgical Society of St. Mary’s County.”’ The 
following officers were elected: President, Dr. 
Tos. J. Srone; Vice President, Dr. A. Sarrrne- 
ton; Recording Secretary, Dr. A. J. Sratpine; 
Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Jamzs- F. Tuomp- 
son; Treasurer, Dr. Wu. M. ABe.t. 


Fixity of the Types of Man. 

At the last meeting of the British Association, 
Rev. T. Farrar, in a paper on the above subject, 
maintained that, as far as we can go back, the 
races of man under all zones appear to have 


maintained an unalterable wg & On the oldest 
Egyptian er eg we find ‘eo Arabs, Ne- 
groes tians, Assyrians, and Europeans de- 
icted with a fidelity as to color ony feature 
ly to be ra gr by a modern artist. It 
might be objected, that this fixity was due to the 
surrounding conditions having remained unal- 
tered. Buta Lrg at the map shows this objec- 
tion to be invalid; for the eastern region of Asia, 
from 70° N. lat. to the 


uator, offers every va- 
riety of tem 


rature, yet is pan by a single 
type, the Mongolian. By the side of the fair 
ircassian we find brown Calmucks; short, dark 
Lapps live side by side with tall, fair Finns. The 
color of the American Indian depends very little 
on geographical positions. In short, color is dis- 
tributed over the globe in patches, not in zones. 
Europeans transplanted from the temperate to 
the torid zone do not, even in the course of gene- 
rations, undergo very considerable modification of 
type. This may be seen in the Dutch, who have 
lived in South Africa for 310 years, and in the 
descendants of the Spanish and Portugues in 
South America; also in the Negroes —— 
to America. eee mnsener of this, we find races 
widely differing from each other, but dwelling 
side by side, who, so far as we know, have, from 
time immemorial, been affected b the same cli- 
mate; such is the case with the Bosjesmen and 
the Kafirs, the oe and the Patagonians, 
the Parcees and the Hindoos. This fixity of type 
ies to habits as well as to corporeal features. 
The life of the Ishmaelite of to-day might be de- 
scribed in the identical terms applied to his first 
ancestor; and the Mongol has the same habits as 
in the days of Aischylus and Herodotus, or, per- 
haps, thousands of years before. It may be objected 
that a period of a few centuries is little or nothing 
in ethnological matters. It is, at any rate, every- 
thing to those who, without miraculous inter- 
ference, of which nothing is recorded, have not 
more than that period between the Deluge and 
and the date of the oldest Egyptian monument in 
which + for the pene Wieck in-. 
stance, tian 
type. It remains for every one who is convinced 
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of these facts, to draw from them such inferences 
as appear to him most truthful and logical. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. Russell 
stated that he believed that the fixity of the type 
of races during the historical period was only one 
of the numerous proofs of the great antiquity of 
man. The results of various branches of inqui 
—geological, traditional and ethnological 
pointed one way. He maintained that some 
amount of modification was known to have taken 
place in the descendants -of one and the same 
race—the European and Indian branches of the 
Aryan race, for example; he therefore concluded 
that, as two lines not srosty parallel will even- 
tually meet if traced out, so the various races and 
sections of races of man must be concluded, from 
this known example of divergence, to have had a 
common origin, however remote in time that 
origin may have*been.— Annual of Sci. Discovery. 


A Caution to Ethnologists. 

An incident at a meeting of the Academy of 
Sciences recalls to mind the archzological dis- 
covery of the immortal Pickwick. There was 
mention made some time ago of a great find of 
flint implements at Pressigny-le-Grand, in the 
vast antiquity of which MM. Quatrefages and 
Mortillet expressed their firm belief. M. Decaisne, 
however, went to the spot, and questioned people 
living near, who told him that in past times tramps 
came every year and made gun-flints on the spot, 
and departed, leaving, of course, their chippings 
behind, veritable relics of an almost forgotten 
age—the age of flint locks.—Chem. News. 


Terrible Effects of a Hurricane. 

A hurricane recently passed over the village of 
Viroqua, Wisconsin, accompanied with terrible 
results. These hurricanesare of frequent occur- 
rence in different parts of the western and south- 
western States, but they do not always expend 
their force as in this instance, on towns and vil- 


About four o’clock in the afternoon of Thurs- 
day, June 29th, two angry looking clouds ap- 
proached each other from the north and south, 
and met at a short distance west of the village of 
Viroqua, Vernon county, Wisconsin. The peo- 
ple watched the threatening events with deep 


solicitude. When those two forces came in con- 
tact they whirled off at a tangent, and moved in 
an easterly direction, and passed through the very 
heart of the beautiful village, carrying death, de- 
struction and danger in their progress. In a mo- 
ment about fifty buildings were demolished and 
scattered to the winds, seventeen persons killed, 
and about one hundred men, women and chil- 
dren injured. The hurricane continued eastward 
in its course, and it is yet. unknown where its 
havoc ceased. 
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For several miles east of Viroqua it destroyed 
everything in its course. The total destruction 
of property is estimated at two hundred thousand 
dollars. 

The following physicians and their families are 
among those who ruffered. 

Mrs. Dr. Dean, and her daughter, Mrs. Moony, 
were killed, and Dr. Dean severely and perhaps 
fatally injured. 

Dr. Weepon’s child killed, and Dr. and Mrs, 
Weepon, and one child, severely injured. 


Useful Plants. 

According to a German author, the number of 
useful plants has risen to about 12,000; but it 
must be remembered that these researches have 
been completed only in certain portions of the 
earth. There are no less than 2500 known eco- 
nomic plants, among which are reckoned 1100 
edible fruits, berries, and seeds; 50 cereals; 40 
uncultivated edible graminaceous seeds; 23 of 
other families; 260 comestible rhizomes, roots, 
and tubers; 37 onions; 420 vegetables and salads; 
40 palms; 32 varieties of arrowroot; 31 sugars; 
40 saleps. Vinous drinks are obtained from 200 
plants ; aromatics, from 266. There are 50 sub- 
stitutes for coffee; 129 for tea. Tannin is pres- 
ent in 140 plants; cacutchouce, in 96; gutta per- 
cha, in 7; rosin and balsamic gums, in 389; wax, 
in 10; grease and essential oils, in 330; 88 plants 
contain potash, soda, and iodine; 650 contain 
dyes; 47, soap; 250, fibres which serve for weav- 
ing; 44, for paper making; 48 give materials for 
roofing; 100 are employed for hurdles and copses. 
In building, 740 are used; and there are 615 
known poisonous plants. According to EnpIcHER, 
out of the 278 known natural families, 18 only 
seem, up to the present time, to be perfectly use- 
less.— Cosmos. 

Female Medical Society. 


This society, established to form a medical col- 
lege in London for ladies exclusively, and to pro- 
mote the proper education of female medical 
practitioners, more especially for the purposes of 
midwifery, held its first annual meeting at the 
Ladies’ Medical College, Fitzroy Square, on the 
23d of May. The Marquis TownsHeEnp presided. 
It was contended that the employment of superior 
women in the practice of midwifery and the treat- 
ment of the diseases of women and children was 
called for by the gravest social and domestic con- 
siderations; and that these departments in the 
practice of medicine would not only open up to 
women a wide field of honorable and lucrative 
employment, but would also prove valuable as a 
means of intellectual culture and social useful- 
ness to ladies who may not be dependent upon 
their own exertions.— Brit. Med. Journal. 
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Black Death. 

An intelligent writer in the Cornhill Magazine, 
in speaking of the violent epidemics which have 
at times scourged the human race, makes the fol- 
lowing remarks in relation to the ‘‘ Black Death,” 
as it was then called, which we insert for a gen- 
eral comparison of symptoms with that type of a 
similar epidemic which is advancing toward 
western Europe. 

“The Black Death,” remarks the writer, “like 
many other plagues of its class, can be traced far 
back into the remote East; and there is no doubt 
but that it was the same disease which ravaged 
China and Tartary in 1333. There had been a 
great famine in China, preceded by floods and 
earthquakes, which alone destroyed 400,000 per- 
sons, and in the following year no fewer than 
5,000,000 died there of this plague. From the 
remote East it made its way into Europe some 
years later. It did not arrive in Europe until 
1347, fifteen years after its outbreak in China. 
‘From China,’ says Hecker, ‘the routes of the 
caravans lay to the North of the Caspian Sea, 
through Central Asia, to Taurts. Here ships were 
ready to take the produce of the East to Constan- 
tinople, the capital of commerce and the medium 
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the , 50,000; and in London the wealthy, 
100,000 ; while in busy, rich, industrious Norwich, 
there died the almost incredible number of 50,- 
000 persons—nearly the whole, one would su 

pose, of its inhabitants! At Avignon the deaths 
occurred with such frightful rapidity as wholly 
to baffle the attempts of the living to inter their 
friends and relatives; and the Pope was obliged 
to consecrate the Rhone to allow of the dead 
bodies finding a hallowed resting place upon its 
bosom, until it finally committed them to the 


great deep. 





Army and Navy News. 


ARMY. 
The following is taken from the report of the Secretary of 
War made to Congress last winter, but which has only recently 
been published. 


THE VETERAN RESERVE CORPS. 


eae of the Veteran Reserve Corpe are very 
interesting. 

The principal disabilities for which enlisted men have been 
transferred to this corps is as follows:— 

Gun-shot wounds, chronic diarrhoea, injuries, disease of heart, 


rheumatism, hernia 

The ratio per thousand of wounds greatly exceeds 
that of any other disability which men have been trans- 
ferred, (242.35 dy ee a or nearly every fourth man in 
this corps has transferred to it on account of disability 
produced by honorable wounds. 

The list of injuries is not included in this report: if it were 
it would give a ratio of 326.72 per thousand, nearly every third 


of communication between Asia, Europe, and | man 


Africa.’ Contagion made its way along these 


channels, and Constantinople and the seaports of 
Asia Minor where the foci whence the disease 
was carried to every country of Europe. Mak- 
ing its way across the European continent, it 
committed its - : = 
England—in Italy, raging terribly at Florence, 
ta it was chuveel and described by the poet 
Boccaccio. Passing along the shores of the Medi- 
terranean, it invaded France by way of Avignon, 
spreading thence to England on the one d, 
and to Germany on the other; whence, like the 
cholera of the present day, it doubled back, two 
ears later, to Russia, and so back to the East. The 
lack Death was of the same nature as the Ori- 
ental plague—viz., a putrid typhus, only of 
malignity. The boils and bubos of the latter dis- 
ease were found in the former whenever the pa- 
tient lived long enough to permit their develop- 
ment. The inhabitants of Europe at that time 
have been computed at 105,000, high esti- 
mate. Of. these 25,000,000, or one-fourth of the 
whole, perished! In England it was still more 
fatal, owing, probably to the ruder habits of the 
people. During the term of one year—viz., from 
August 1348, to August 1349, three-fourths of 
the whole population perished! This terrible’ 
scourge, having swept over the then known world, 
committing such destruction of life, and leavin 
behind it such misery and poverty as the worl 
never saw before nor since, at length died out. 
It spared neither age, sex, nor condition; the 
Tich and the poor succumbed. There died 
000 





in Venice the aristocratic, no-less than 100, 
persons; in Florence the refined, 60,000; in Paris 


— ravages—save, perhaps, in | causes 


THE SURGEON-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. 


The total amount of funds received by this de- 
it for the year ending June 30, 
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year the total was 7.3 per thousand of mean strength, 
or over seven-tenths of one per cent. 

There were furnished during the year to disabled soldiers 669 
legs, and 339 arms. 

Compuiment To A Surgron.—On the evening of the 
10th of June, Surgeon B. J. D. Irwin, Superintendent 
of the Military General Hospital at Memphis, Tenn , 
was presented with an elegant breast-pin by the sur- 
geons of the different hospitals. After the reading of 
a series of ‘resolutions adopted at a recent meeting of 
the hospital surgeons, in which the chief surgeon’s 
distinguished services and their appreciation of him 
as an officer and gentleman were appropriately and 
feelingly alluded to, the present was conveyed to Dr. 
Irwin by Surgeon Studie, in a brief address. Dr. 
Irwin, in a few fitting words, thanked the donors for 
their re Ee nan a caah eabeainl oie fol- 
lowed, Surgeon Studie e he of 8u nD 
John E. Seonana Sissnent Odened U. 8. rey 
Medical Inspector for the Department, who pleasantly 
acknowledged the compliment. The whole affair 
was very hearty and agreeable. 


‘Quarantine Orricers.—The following named Medi- 
cal Officers have been announced by Major-General 
Gillmore, as Quarantine Officers for the several Ports 
set opposite their respective names :—Assistant Sur- 

n J.G urphy, nited States Volunteers, Port 

yal Harbor,S. C. Assistant Surgeon E. K. Hogan, 
United States Volunteers, Tybee Roads, Ga. Assist- 
ant-Surgeon Alexander Lelong, United States Volun- 
teers, Fernandina, Fla. Assistant-Surgeon E. D. 
Buckman, United States Volunteers, Charleston, 8. 
C. Subsequently on recommendation of the Medical 
Director, Assistant Surgeon J. G. Murphy, United 
States Volunteers, was relieved from duty as Quar- 
antine Officer for Port aa Harbor, and Assistant 
Surgeon Walter R. Way, United States Volunteers, 
was appointed to fill his place. 

Assignment oF Mepicat Orricers.—The War De- 
partment has ordered that the assignment of medi- 
eal officers as Medical Directors, Assistant Medical 
Directors and Acting Medical Inspectors of Armies, 
Army Corps and Divisions be discontinued. Medi- 
cal Sintadere will hereafter be assigned to the head- 
quarters of Military and Geographical Departments 
only,-and by order of the Secretary of War. No in- 
crease of rank, pay or emoluments pertain to such 
assignments. 

Ass’t Surgeon Cyrus Bacon, U. 8. A., is relieved 
from duty with the Artillery Brigade, and is assigned 
as Medical Inspector on the staff of the Army of the 
Shenandoah. 


NAVY. 


Navan Acapemy at AwWnapotts, Mp.—Surgeons 
George Clymer, William Maxwell Wood and Francis 
M. Grinnell, have made an inspection of the grounds 
and buildings of the Academy at Annapolis, and re- 
port certain repairs, in order to render the Academy 
safe from any contagion to be feared from its former 
use as an hospital. The work of cleansing and re- 
pairing has been begun, and the Academy will be 
ready for usein October next. Acting Volunteer 
Lieutenant W. W. Crowinshield has been ordered to 
duty in charge of repairs. 


MARRIED. 
Marsuatt—Oepex.—On the morning of the 4th 
instant, at the residence of the bride’s father, in Port 
Elizabeth, Cumberland county, N. J., by Rev. H. G. 
Williams, Benjamin H. Marshall, M. D., of Tucka- 
hoe, N. J., and Miss Eliza L. Ogden. ais: 
Mars—Zerse.—AtShaefferstown, Lebanon county, 
Pa., at the residence of the bride’s father, on Tuesday, 
June 20th, Dr. roe f Mays, of Litiz, and Miss 
E., ter o . Jonathan Zerbe. 
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Middlesex, Pa., and Miss Martha J. Templeton, of 
Princeville, Illinois. ‘ 

omens 


DIED. 


Lyows.—In this city,on the 5th instant, Dr. John 
C. Lyons, in the 5ist year of his age, from disease 
contracted in the service of his country, while Sur. 

eon of the Fifty-Sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Vo- 
unteers. 

Porrer.—Suddenly, at the house of Judge Berry, 
near es oh Ky., July 1st, Willie Kiderlen, only 
child of Dr. ery og F. and Elizabeth L. Potter, of 
Cincinnati, aged 14 years and 4 months. 

Russe...—In this city, on the morning of the 9th 
ve Preston W. Russell, M. D., in the 37th year of 

is age. 

Szzear.—July Ist, at Fairmount, near Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Carrie 8., youngest daughter of Dr. J. and Mary 
N. Beegar, aged 19 years and 6 months. 

Stevens.—At Washington, on the 5th instant, Dr. 
Bela N. Stevens, of New Hampshire, First Assistant 
Physician at the Government Insane Asylum, Wash- 
ington, D. C 

OWNSEND.—In this city, on Sunday, the 9th inst., 
E. Percy, son of Dr. Richard H. and Mary 8. Town- 
send, aged 3 years and 4 months. , 

Voorners.—At Red Bank, N. J.,on Thursday even- 
ing, July 6th, Dr. Joseph Voorhees, of Brooklyn, aged 
53 years. 


ANSWERS TO CORRRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. F. L. K., Jerseyville, C. W.—Wilsons’ plates of 
the Skin, Maclise’s Surgical Anatomy, Churchill’s 
Disease of Infants and Children; and Griffith’s Uni- 
versal Formulary, sent by express, July 7th. 

W. McK , Mount Hope, Ohio.—Dalton’s Physi- 
ology, and Stille’s ee and Materia Medica, 
sent by re July 7th. 

Dr. J. W. McC., Minerva, Ohio.—U. 8. Pharmaco- 
peia, sent by mail, July 6th. 

Dr. E. B. P. K., Phila—One set of Weber’s Ana- 
tomical Atlas, 8 figures dispatched from New York 
by express, July 5th. 

Dr. W. W. 8., Kersey, Pa.—Arnott’s Elements, 
Pereira’s Prescription Book, sent by mail, June 29th, 

Dr. J. H., Petersburg, Ind.—Wood & Bache’s Dis- 
pensatory sent by mail, July 6th. 

Dr. H. A., tin, Tenn.—Thomas’ Pronouncing 
Medical Dictionary, Fuller on Rheumatism, Harrison 
on the Nervous system, sent by mail, July 6th. 

Dr. B. M., , Pa.—Jones’ Practice of Medi- 
cine, Kost’s Materia Medica, Acton on Reproductive 
Ongens, sent by express, July 6th. ’ 

r. C. M. L., Fulton, N. Y.—Two figures Weber's 
Anatomical Atlas, dispatched to you by express from 
New York, July 5th. 
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